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2015 Annual Report of the Congregation 

Christ’s United Lutheran Church 

437 Airport Road 

Ashland, Pennsylvania 17921 

www.christsunited.org  

Worship: Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

Journey 10:45 a.m. 

 

 

Pastor  

Rev. Dr. Kim L. Lengert 570-336-3110   

pastorkim@christsunited.org 

 

 

Parish Secretary  

Erik Tice    570-875-2681  

E-mail address    office@christsunited.org  

Church Telephone  570-875-1591 

Church Website   www.christsunited.org    

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

Church Staff 

Parish Visitor   Lois Sterling  570-449-6947 

 lois@christsunited.org 

Director of Music   Keith Morgan, ALCM 570-516-1725 

 music@christsunited.org   

Treasurer     Ann Marie Dillman 570-875-2422 

 treasurer@christsunited.org  

Financial Secretary  Christine Brennan 570-875-0720 

Indoor Custodian   Cheryl Varndell  570-875-2545 

Outdoor Custodian  Keith Morgan  570-516-1725 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:lois@christsunited.org
mailto:treasurer@christsunited.org
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Congregational Officers 

 

Vice-President of Church Council…...........................................John Denchak 

 vicepresident@christsunited.org  

Recording Secretary of Church Council…..................................Beth Andrews 

 council@christsunited.org  

 

 

Congregational Council 

 

 

Term Expiring February 2016 

Donna Lassen  570-875-1530 

Barb Stepanchick  570-875-1114 

Helen Wolfgang  570-875-0758 

 

Term Expiring February 2017 

Deb Berner   570-875-3209 

John Denchak  570-875-4970 

Deb Zaharick  570-875-2691 

 

Term Expiring February 2018 

Beth Andrews  570-874-2381 

Stewart Anthony  570-644-0373 

John Towey  570-205-2682 

 

Youth Rep. Term Expiring September 2016 

Deidre Dengler 
 

 

 

mailto:council@christsunited.org
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CHRIST’S UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Congregational Meeting Agenda 

FEBRUARY 21, 2016 
 

DEVOTIONS 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

MINUTES OF LAST REGULAR MEETING: March 1, 2015 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING: November 8, 2015 

MISSION STATEMENT OF CHRIST’S UNITED  

LETTER FROM VICE-PRESIDENT OF CHURCH COUNCIL: John Denchak 

PASTOR’S REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION 

PARISH VISITOR REPORT 

CHURCH STAFF 

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

CHURCH STATISTICS: 

 Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals, 1
st
 Communion, New Members, Transfers 

FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR 2015: 

General Fund, Memorial Account, Mortgage  

NOMINATIONS FOR CHURCH COUNCIL (APPOINT TELLERS) 

MINISTRY REPORTS: 

Christian Education 

 Evangelism/Outreach 

 Lutheran Church Men (LCM) 

 Social Ministry 

 Stewardship 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) 

 Worship & Music 

 Youth Group 

OPERATIONAL REPORTS: 

Auditing  

Endowment Fund 

Finance – see budget 

 Mutual Ministry  

 Nominating Committee 

 Personnel 

 Property 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

NEW BUSINESS: 
 Nominations for Endowment Fund Committee: Tracy Berner & Darcie Gruber’s terms expire. 

 Elect Representatives for Synod Assembly: June 17-18, Lehigh Valley PP&L Center 

 Appoint Auditors for 2016 books: Ellie Chappell’s term expires, need to elect replacement 

 Appoint Nominating Committee for 2017:  
Deb Berner, John Denchak, Deb Zaharick & three others 

 Next Annual Budget Meeting: November 13, 2016 

Next Annual Congregational Meeting: February 19, 2017 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CHRIST’S UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING MINUTES 

March 1, 2015 
 

The annual meeting was called to order immediately after the service with Pastor Kim offering 

prayer in the sanctuary.   Vice-President, John Denchak presided over the meeting. 

 

A motion to adopt the agenda as presented in the Annual Congregational Booklet made available 

to all members was made by Erik Tice and seconded by Judy Stepulitis. 

 

The minutes of the last regular meeting were approved as written on a motion by Donna Wallace 

and seconded by Connie Welker.   

 

The minutes of the annual budget meeting held on November 9, 2014, were approved as printed 

on a motion made by Mark Varndell and seconded by Stewart Anthony.  

 

A motion to accept the annual letter from the Vice-President of council was made by Deb 

Zaharick and seconded by Robert Liem. 

 

The pastor's report was accepted on a motion by Donna Lassen and seconded by Beth Andrews.   

Pastor Kim thanked the congregation for their support during this past year and during her 

relocation to her new residence.  

 

The lay visitor report was accepted on a motion by Cheryl Varndell and seconded by Jim Gruber.   

Lois also commented that she is grateful for this opportunity provided to grow personally in this 

ministry at Christ's United.  

 

Nominations placed on the ballot for Church Council were:  Carla Mae Carl, Stewart Anthony, 

John Towey, Beth Andrews, Angie Berger and Jo-Ann Young.   Prior to balloting, Jo-Ann 

Young withdrew from the nominees.  Vice-President, John Denchak asked if there were any 

nominations from the floor.  With there being none, Richard Berner made the motion to close the 

nominations and Judy Stepulitis seconded the motion.  Vice-President, John Denchak, appointed 

tellers to be Kay Berner and Robert Carl.    

 

The new candidates for a 3-year term on church council are:  

  Stewart Anthony 

  John Towey 

  Beth Andrews   

 

Ministry Team Reports were printed in the booklet for the following: 

 

Christian Education:   Printed.     

 

Evangelism/Outreach:  Printed. 

 

LCM including Financial Report:  Printed. 
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Social Ministry:    Connie Welker acknowledged the wonderful work this committee performs.   

 

Stewardship:    Printed.   

 

WELCA and Financial Report:   Printed.   Donna Wallace commented about the success of the 

quilt making project.  In the initial phase, it was hoped 20 quilts could be completed.  However, 

this goal has been exceeded and it is anticipated that 50 will be completed. 

  

Worship & Music:   Printed.  Acknowledgement was made to Keith Morgan our new Director of 

Music and was thanked for his ministry provided to Christ's United. 

 

Youth Group and Financial Report:   Printed.  Steven Wolfgang gave an overview and 

distributed a survey to the congregation to seek opinions for the guidance and direction of the 

Senior Youth Group.   The new Senior Youth Group advisors are Tracy Berner and Aaron 

Stepanchick.   

 

Jeanmarie Brayford spoke of the upcoming event which is Bowl for Kids’ Sake on 3/21/15. 

 

Operational Committee Reports:  

 

Auditing:   Ellie Chappell and Melanie Bendinsky are serving on this committee.  Under new 

business, nomination for a new member to this committee will take place as Nancy Lindenmuth's 

term has been fulfilled. 

 

Endowment Fund Committee and Financial Report:    Printed. 

 

Finance Committee:   Erik Tice made note that in the financial report the Social Ministry 

Committee had no expenses, but that the reflected amount should actually be on the 

Evangelism/Outreach expense line. 

 

Mutual Ministry:   Printed.    

 

Personnel:   Printed. 

 

Property:   Printed.  

 

A motion to accept the Ministry year Reports and Operational Committee reports was made by 

Steven Wolfgang and seconded by Angie Berger.   

 

New Business: 

 

Synod Assembly:  The Vice-President, John Denchak asked if there were volunteers for 

representation at synod assembly to be held in Reading at the end of May.   Gregg and Lois 

Sterling volunteered to attend.  A motion was made by Jim Chappell and seconded by Donna 

Lassen to have them as Christ's United's representatives.   

 

Auditing Committee:   Richard Berner volunteered to serve on the auditing committee.  A 

motion to this effect was made by George Kosmisky and seconded by Jim Gruber. 
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Nominating Committee:  For 2015 this shall consist of outgoing council members:    

Donna Lassen 

 Barb Stepanchick 

 Helen Wolfgang   

 

The following from the congregation at large have volunteered to also serve:  

   Donna Wallace 

   Jo-Ann Young 

   Barbara Liem 

 

A motion to accept these names was made by Tracy Berner and seconded by Kenneth Dengler. 

 

Pastor Kim then thanked the Vice-President of church council for the duties he has performed 

throughout the year  

 

Next annual budget Meeting is scheduled for November 8, 2015.  

 

Next annual congregational meeting is scheduled for February 21, 2016. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Stewart Anthony and seconded by Richard Berner.   

 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer followed by a luncheon in the social hall. 

          

Respectfully submitted, 

Carla Mae Carl  
Secretary 
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CHRIST’S UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING MINUTES 

November 8, 2015 
 

Pastor Kim called the meeting to order and opened with prayer. 

 

Using a PowerPoint presentation the Pastor presented the Ministry Budget.  The Pastor’s goal 

was to educate the congregation on how much it actually costs for each of the ministries to 

function. 

 

 

Christian Education 23% of the Budget $39,898.94 

Youth 7% of the Budget $12,517.87 

Social Ministry 14% of the Budget $24,849.83 

Stewardship 9% of the Budget $16,290.02 

Evangelism 11% of the Budget $19,542.59 

Worship & Music 36% of the Budget $61,814.95 

TOTAL 100% $174,914.20 

 

 

A handout was provided to members in attendance. One side had a pie chart with the overall 

breakdown of each ministry percentage identified.  Side two identified the Ministry Budget 

broken down by a percentage of the line item.   

 

Ann Marie Dillman assisted the Pastor with the presentation of the Ministry Budget. 

The Finance Committee worked on a line item budget and from that budget the Ministry Budget 

was created.  Pastor Kim explained she wants the congregation to understand there is more to 

just the line item.  If you look at the big picture, using Youth as an example, the traditional line 

item budget reflects the youth budget as $800.00, but in all actuality, the youth activities cost 

$12,517.87 of the congregational budget.  This amount includes expenses related to the use of 

the property, the staff and the Pastor’s time.  The Pastor’s goal is to make everyone aware of 

everything involved to make the ministries happen. 

 

After each Ministry breakdown was presented, the floor was opened for questions. 

 

The budget presented for 2016 totaled $174,914.20, which is a 1.29% increase from 2015 that 

was $172,675.00. 

 

With no further discussion, Richard Shoup made a motion to accept the 2016 Budget as 

presented, with a second by James Gruber.  Motion Carried. 

 

Budget Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Ann Marie Dillman 
 

 

 

Christ’s United Lutheran Church 

Mission Statement 

    

We the members of Christ’s United Lutheran Church, Ashland, desiring to be 

blessed together with Word and Sacrament and to become more perfectly the Body 

of Christ in our world, do hereby commit ourselves to a mission which includes a 

creative re-examination of our worship life; a quality educational program for all 

ages; intentional witnessing; a serving spirit; and an integrated support system 

which will under gird our program and the maintenance of our facilities as it 

encourages improved stewardship. 
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Letter from the Vice-President of Council 
 

Nothing in nature ever stays the same.  That can be said about our Church.  It must be dynamic 

and led in a positive direction.  Last year I was optimistic, however, this year I am certain that we 

are moving forward, thanks to all of our leaders, parishioners and the tireless leadership of Pastor 

Kim. 

  

We are observing many churches close or curtail their services and outreach during the last few 

years.  I am happy to say that our Church has not reduced services, but has actually increased its 

outreach to the community.  We ended the year with a positive balance and only slightly 

increased our budget while allowing for a modest raise for all of our employees.   

  

Your Church Council and Finance Committee continue to keep a close eye on costs.  A major 

accomplishment was to get a reduction in the interest rate of our mortgage.  We have kept the 

term of months the same but we will save over $10,000.00 during the remaining life of the loan.   

  

I thank those who are involved with our youth groups.  These are active and well attended.  You 

can be very proud of the outreach of your Church, it has many programs that I will not name 

because I am sure that I will miss one.   

  

We would not be where we are without the strong leadership of Pastor Kim.  She is a person who 

is not satisfied with the status quo, always looking for new ideas and programs that provide 

strength for our missions. 

  

I will finish with a passage from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, “We always give thanks 

to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God 

and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 

  

Peace to all. 

 

 

John Denchak 

Council Vice President 
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Pastor’s Annual Report to the Congregation  

The Rev. Dr. Kim L. Lengert 
 

 

 

What do you see? 

 

At first glance the image may seem simple, just a 

man and woman standing at a lake. Look again, a 

little harder, a little longer. For the longer you look, 

the more you may see. Do you see the baby that the 

entire picture lies within? Martin Luther said, "the 

Bible is the manger in which the Christ child lies".  

We just have to look a little harder, a little longer. 

 

At first glance, people may not see much more than 

a busy calendar at Christ's United. But look again, a 

little harder, a little longer, for there is a lot more than just what we see in black and white. 

 

At first glance, we see children running down the hallway on a Sunday morning.  But look a little 

harder, a little longer, and you will see children - now excited – to get to Journey, the new 

education model developed by a team of individuals that has changed the concept of "Sunday 

School".  The children run down a hallway that is decorated as a path (complete with grazing 

animals) to the story room, where they sit at a desert oasis hearing the story of God (sometimes 

from the Biblical character himself!). Or they turn to the left, entering the video room, where 

stretched out on pillows and blankets they watch an animated or computer generated story geared 

to their age group.  The Journey for the day starts and ends at the Gathering Tent, where crafts, 

science lessons and games are shared.  Leaders rotate depending on their gifts, and the Team 

established the topic schedule. Many thanks to Angie Berger, Donna Wallace, Debra Hubler, 

Barbara Stepanchick, and Debra Price for being the team that created this new ministry! 

 

At first glance, people may think there is trouble brewing: a gang of teenagers is in the church 

parking lot on an evening. Look a little harder, look a little longer, and you will see smiles and 

laughter, and then, the bowing of heads as one of the teens leads them all in prayer for the start of 

their activity.  Look again, and you will see the new Youth Ministry at Christ's United. 

Organized by a Youth Ministry Planning Team, the Senior Youth (6 grade and up) meet every 

month for prayer, discussion, service, and fun; the Junior Youth (1
st
 through 6

th
 grade) meet 

every quarter for an event and craft.  The two groups have come together, where the Senior 

Youth guides the Junior Youth, to make cookies and gifts for shut-in's, a mother's day event, and 

to invade Knoebels.  Often people talk about the youth being the future of the church: at Christ's 

United, youth are not our future, they are our present. Youth are involved – and lead – in every 

ministry at Christ's United, including our Church Council. Deidre Dengler is the current youth 

council member, replacing Steven Wolfgang in September of last year. The youth member is 

elected by the Senior Youth Group, and holds full voice and vote on all issues that affect the 
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church. The Senior Youth set up for Christ's Cupboard each month, run the media ministry, and 

keep the pastor in line. Many thanks to Angie Berger, Deb Price, Tracy Berner, Aaron 

Stepanchick, Mark Varndell, our youth, and all who have made youth ministry so amazingly 

alive! 

At first glance, you may need to look again: why are there people in line to get into a church? 

You will see people who are hungry and put down, who have been unemployed, or are elderly, 

or recently separated. Look a little longer, look a little harder, and you will see people who are 

fed, not only with food for their stomachs, but food for their souls; you will see the ministry of 

Christ's Cupboard.  Developed by the Social Ministry Team in response to concerns for a 

"wholeness" in a food ministry, Christ's Cupboard is a very different kind of food pantry. 

Recipients are referred to as "guests", prayer is offered, people are called by name, relationships 

are built, and dignity and respect are shared in the name and practice of Jesus Christ. I am often 

asked if any of the people from Christ's Cupboard come to church: the answer is "yes". But you 

know what is even more important? The church has come to the people of Christ's Cupboard.  In 

the smiles, hugs, and laughter, Christ is present in peoples' lives in a way that may have never 

happened before; and may never happen for them in any other place.  Many thanks to the Christ's 

Cupboard Team, many of whom continue the ministry of Christ's United at the Ashland Area 

Pantry also each month, especially Erik Tice, Peggy Dziczek, Darcie Gruber, Jim Gruber, 

Dorothy Kessler, Terry Kessler, Beth Andrews, Ron Andrews, Joyce Mallams, John Kimmel, Ed 

Stepulitis, Irene Morgan, Annetta Whitecavage, Lois Sterling, Frank Smith, Karen Smith, the Sr. 

Youth, and all those who have given donations to make this ministry possible. 

 

At first glance, people may have thought that Christ's United was adding on again, as crews put 

up posts and walls in the side field. But look a little longer, look a little harder, and you will see 

that the buildings resemble those of old, and the camels give a hint: it is a live nativity, like 

you've never seen before. Born in the heart of Jim Chappell and worked through with the 

Evangelism Team, 2015 brought us into the Story of Jesus birth. Over 40 members and friends of 

Christ's United, led by Jim and costumed by Donna Wallace, built buildings, developed a script, 

played music, led camels, knelt with cows, walked a donkey, and witnessed the birth of Jesus 

Christ, the Saviour of the world. The event was amazing, powerful, and just what was needed. 

For understanding the birth of Christ in our hearts – not just our minds – is exactly what we need.  

Many thanks to Jim Chappell, Donna Wallace, Richard Shoup, Joe Towey, Frank Smith, Donnie 

Klinger, Steven Wolfgang, all the actors, and of course, the baby camel! 

 

At first glance, you may think you've stepped into the wrong church: as you look around the 

building, there are different faces, different signs, different sounds. But if you look a little longer, 

look a little harder, you will see that the composition of Christ's United has been changing. As a 

congregation we are blessed with new members who are active in their faith, friends who have 

found a place to serve, and existing members who have found new ways to expanding the 

ministries of God through their abilities and presence.  Our ministry staff, with the support of our 

council, has grown in their understandings and practice of ministry, eager to work with others to 

grow in ministry.  The actions of these ministers among Christ's United has re-ignited faith in all 

of us, and I give thanks for being able to learn from and service with them.  A special thanks to 

John Denchak, who has led the business of our congregation as Vice-President with great faith, 

fostering the growth of ministries; Erik Tice, whose position has been re-titled as "Parish 

Administrator", and coordinates the operations of Christ's United so that ministries can happen; 

Lois Sterling, who has truly grown in her gifts as she shares God's presence among our 

congregation as our Parish Visitor; and Keith Morgan, who with all the talent displayed has only 
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begun to show us his true abilities to empower the choir and develop a music ministry 

throughout Christ's United and be our Director of Music.  

 

 

At first glance, many may have thought I went crazy this past year, changing committees to 

ministry teams, moving furniture, changing the budget format, after all Christ's United has been a 

vibrant church pretty much since its inception. Any time someone seeks to change something 

that has worked for years and people are used to it is seen as crazy.  But if you look a little 

harder, look a little longer, you may see that the changes are not to our foundation, but for our 

future.  Our foundation is Jesus Christ; yesterday, today, and forever. But while forever works 

for faith, forever doesn't work as well for organizations. Each day, we see another church is 

preparing to close. Each day, we see another church talks about the few people willing to serve. 

And each day, we see another lost opportunity to witness to Jesus Christ. The issue is not the 

foundation, but the form: are we resting on our foundation, or building on it? 

 

The Visioning Task Force, composed of Keri Johnson, 

Mike and Nicole Steinbauer, Dennis Wolfe and Gregg 

Sterling, met last year to review our ministries and 

practices in light of our current culture and generational 

identities. Results included further development of social 

media and technology in an effort to better personalize 

understandings of ministry.  Meaning: if people feel 

connected, they will be more active.   

 

In declining churches, surveys show that the congregation 

feels very connected to its building, identifying the 

building as the church. The Bible shows us that God 

desires a relationship not with the temple made of stone, 

but with the people.  Therefore by building the 

relationships between people and ministries, we are 

building up the church, the temple of God.  

 

At first glance, the idea is daunting. Building relationships is more difficult that building or 

maintaining a structure: it takes time, effort, and a lot of love. But look a little harder, look a little 

longer, for there is no shortage of those gifts here among Christ's United: for we truly are a 

congregation united in Jesus Christ, His blood shared overpowering differences and bonding us 

in love as the family of God.   

 

Thank you for your ministry, and thank you for the blessing of sharing with you yet another year. 

 

Peace, 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Kim L. Lengert, Pastor

 

11For no one can lay any 
foundation other than the one 
that has been laid; that 
foundation is Jesus Christ.  
16Do you not know that you are 
God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit dwells in you? 17If 
anyone destroys God’s temple, 
God will destroy that person. 
For God’s temple is holy, and 
you are that temple. 
 

1 Corinthians 3.11, 16-17 
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Pastor’s Statistical Report of the Congregation 2015 

Pastoral Visits: 183  Pastoral Counseling: 53              Home Communions: 33 

Worship Services: 124 Classes Taught: 74                

 

Meetings: 107   Ministry Events: 120                  Reported Ministry Miles: 2858.5 

 

 

 

Parish Visitor Annual Report to the Congregation 
 

Home Visits – 198   

 

Hospital Visits – 23  

 

Communion –  90 

 

Attempted visits leaving my calling card – 41  

 

Telephone Contacts – 99  

 

Staff Meetings – 27 

 

Total Mileage – 1225 

 

Covered for Pastor Lengert when she was away 

Led Saturday worship service 

Assisted with weekly Lenten services 

Assisted at the following funerals – Norene Stoker, Katie Kimmel, Jill Amend 

Assisted parishioner with social service need within their family 

Identified families attending Christ’s Cupboard for Secret Santa ministry 

Fellowship with many ministry groups within the congregation 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lois Sterling 
Parish Visitor 
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Church Statistics  
 

MEMBERSHIP LIST: 

 Baptized Membership (adults & children)  624   

 Confirmed members who contributed  239  

 Communing members – Confirmed   220 

 Communing members – Unconfirmed      24   

 Active Membership      199 

  (Confirmed members that communed AND contributed during 2015)  

 Baptized children (Unconfirmed)   141  

 Inactive Confirmed         

 

 Baptisms      9 

 Deaths:    10 

  Members     7     

  Non-members     3   

 New members (incl. children) 11      

 Transfers      1   

 

Average Saturday worship attendance:   22 based on 50 weeks since 2 services were cancelled 

last winter (2014 – 21, 2013 – 22, 2012 – 17) 

Average Sunday worship attendance:    97 (2014 – 99, 2013 – 100, 2012 – 101) 

Average Weekly attendance:   118 (2014 – 120, 2013 – 122, 2012 – 119) 

 

 

BAPTISMS: 

05/16/15  Grantham Osman Campbell Sterling 

05/17/15  Kristen Alysse Toldt, David Edward Mullins III, Caiden James Weikel 

06/27/15  Caleb Steven Dietrick 

08/09/15  Maxwell James Pennypacker (Rev. Hoenich) 

08/30/15  Luke David Allison 

10/17/15  Trever Cole Harhigh 

10/25/15  Gracelyn Rebecca Anthony 

 

 

1
ST

 HOLY COMMUNION:  
03/29/15  Deana Lesher, Brian O’Connor, Marisa Seritsky 

 

 

CONFIRMATION: 
10/25/15  Steven Wolfgang, Tyler Wolfgang 

 

 

MARRIAGES: 
06/13/15  Ryan Bendinsky & Katelyn Ambrose 

09/12/15  Andrew Blyler & Kelsey Neumeister 
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FUNERALS: 
01/09/15 Dean Wolfgang 

03/02/15 Norene A. Stoker 

03/09/15 Katie E. Kimmel 

04/04/15 Lester E. Wolfgang (non-member) 

04/11/15 Paul J. Delbo (non-member) 

06/13/15  Marshall Smith 

10/14/15 Anna Harner (Rev. Fry) 

11/04/15 Jill Amend 

11/20/15 Carrie L. Houser 

12/01/15 Rudolph E. Huhn (non-member) (Rev. Reeser) 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS: 
03/22/15  Keith Morgan, John Movassaghi, Jennifer Lettich-Snyder, Donna Studley 

03/28/15  Maryann Wolfgang 

09/20/15  Lowell Martin, Michael, Nicole, Behret, Caleb & Noelle Steinbauer 

 

 

TRANSFERS:  
12/08/15 Margaretta Bolich to St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church, Chambersburg PA 
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Christ’s United Lutheran Church 

2015 Income 

 
 

 

BALANCE 3,756.51

Current 125,275.41

Building Fund 6,825.50

Benevolence 16,750.50

Property 50.00

Mortgage 7,623.50

Evangelism/Outreach 690.50

Initial 381.00

Endowment 95.00

Holiday Envelopes 6,767.05

Use of Facility 980.00

World Hunger 619.67

Plate 2,910.69

Sunday School 87.26

Newletters 400.00

Bulletins 970.00

Sanctuary Candle 110.00

WELCA 3,376.00

LCM 130.48

Devotionals 21.00

Soup Suppers 98.65

Shadle Investments 2,208.80

Vacation Bible School 331.36

Good Samaritan Fund 169.00

Thrivent Choice 2,741.00

Christ's Cupboard 3,309.13

Memorial Transfer 666.89

Miscellaneous 3,077.65

LWR Coffee/Chocolate 713.25

Coffee Hour 195.26

Recycle Rewards 435.17

Malaria Campaign (includes Fly Swatter) 180.00

ELCA Good Gifts 535.00

Youth/Youth Group 1,409.00

Office Reimbursement 345.80

190,479.52 194,236.03

                                            CHRIST'S UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH

 2015 Income

Includes:

Bear Creek Camp, 

Palms, Fuel Assistance, 

Tax Refund, Egg Hunt 

Donations, Jared 

Boxes, Financial Peace, 

SS Decorations, Synod 

Refund, Trunk or 

Treat, Seafarers, 

Souper Bowl, Buck A 

Chick, Harvest Home, 

First Responders, 

Hymnal Purchase,  etc.

Includes:  Gordon 

Senior Citizens Meetings
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Christ’s United Lutheran Church 

2015 Expenses 

 

 

 

 

 

INCOME FOR 2015 194,236.03

2015Budget 2015 Expense

Bulletins 500.00 664.46

Education 800.00 764.98

Outreach 250.00 238.14

Social Ministry 250.00

Stewardship 250.00

Worship 1,500.00 2,091.27

Youth 500.00 1,071.24

Envelopes 450.00 445.15

Pastor's Package

Salary 45,540.00 45,540.00

Mileage Allowance 2,500.00 2,204.19

Residence Allowance 15,000.00 15,000.00

Med/Dent/Retirement 17,100.00 14,639.13

FICA Reimbursement

Salaries

Parish Visitor 3,640.00 3,639.96

Secretary 14,575.00 14,634.66

Treasurer 2,200.00 2,199.96

Financial Secretary 910.00 0.00

Director of Music 8,500.00 8,500.08

Supply Organist 225.00 0.00

Inside Custodian 3,570.00 3,570.00

Outside Custodian 2,125.00 1,658.37

FICA Reimbursement 2,735.00 2,616.53

Workman's Compensation 815.00 701.75

Conventions/Seminars 1,000.00 450.00

Office Supplies 2,500.00 2,523.97

Postage/Petty Cash 2,000.00 1,257.07

Equipment/Service Contracts for Office Equipment2,500.00 1,188.00

Telephone 1,650.00 1,624.20

Internet 800.00 725.40

Fuel 4,500.00 2,946.35

Electric Utilities 6,000.00 5,664.34

Property Maintenance 5,000.00 1,621.15

Service Contracts 2,200.00 1,808.20

Janitorial 700.00 672.86

Kitchen Supplies 355.88

Property Insurance 3,225.00 3,300.00

Mortgage 16,665.00 16,660.20

Benevolence Gifts 20,000.00 15,849.00

World Hunger 720.65

Good Samaritan Fund 295.00

Endowment 85.00

Souper Bowl 130.50

LWR Coffee/Chocolate 775.41

ELCA Malaria Campaign 150.00

Various Charities 630.00

ELCA Good Gifts 404.00

Miscellaneous 4,931.57

Christ's Cupboard 1,554.12

Vanco 290.90

TOTAL 192,675.00 186,793.64

BALANCE AS OF 12/31/15 7,442.39

CHRIST'S UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH

 2015 Expenses

Item

Includes:

Bear Creek, Harvest 

Home, Jared Boxes,

Seafarer's, Future 

Pastor's Fund, etc.

Includes:

Cakes, Internet Wiring, 

Audio Tech,Republican 

Directory, Computer 

Setup, Mission Appeal, 

etc.

Includes:

Pastor & Parish Visitor
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2016 Adopted Budget 
 

Items 
 

2015 
 

2016 

Bulletins 
 

500.00 
 

500.00 

Education 
 

800.00 
 

800.00 

Outreach 
 

250.00 
 

200.00 

Social Ministry 
 

250.00 
 

100.00 

Stewardship 
 

250.00 
 

150.00 

Worship ($600/yr license) 
 

1,500.00 
 

1,500.00 

Youth 
 

500.00 
 

800.00 

Envelopes 
 

450.00 
 

450.00 

 
 
 
 
 

    

INCOME FOR 2015 194,236.03

2015Budget 2015 Expense

Bulletins 500.00 664.46

Education 800.00 764.98

Outreach 250.00 238.14

Social Ministry 250.00

Stewardship 250.00

Worship 1,500.00 2,091.27

Youth 500.00 1,071.24

Envelopes 450.00 445.15

Pastor's Package

Salary 45,540.00 45,540.00

Mileage Allowance 2,500.00 2,204.19

Residence Allowance 15,000.00 15,000.00

Med/Dent/Retirement 17,100.00 14,639.13

FICA Reimbursement

Salaries

Parish Visitor 3,640.00 3,639.96

Secretary 14,575.00 14,634.66

Treasurer 2,200.00 2,199.96

Financial Secretary 910.00 0.00

Director of Music 8,500.00 8,500.08

Supply Organist 225.00 0.00

Inside Custodian 3,570.00 3,570.00

Outside Custodian 2,125.00 1,658.37

FICA Reimbursement 2,735.00 2,616.53

Workman's Compensation 815.00 701.75

Conventions/Seminars 1,000.00 450.00

Office Supplies 2,500.00 2,523.97

Postage/Petty Cash 2,000.00 1,257.07

Equipment/Service Contracts for Office Equipment2,500.00 1,188.00

Telephone 1,650.00 1,624.20

Internet 800.00 725.40

Fuel 4,500.00 2,946.35

Electric Utilities 6,000.00 5,664.34

Property Maintenance 5,000.00 1,621.15

Service Contracts 2,200.00 1,808.20

Janitorial 700.00 672.86

Kitchen Supplies 355.88

Property Insurance 3,225.00 3,300.00

Mortgage 16,665.00 16,660.20

Benevolence Gifts 20,000.00 15,849.00

World Hunger 720.65

Good Samaritan Fund 295.00

Endowment 85.00

Souper Bowl 130.50

LWR Coffee/Chocolate 775.41

ELCA Malaria Campaign 150.00

Various Charities 630.00

ELCA Good Gifts 404.00

Miscellaneous 4,931.57

Christ's Cupboard 1,554.12

Vanco 290.90

TOTAL 192,675.00 186,793.64

BALANCE AS OF 12/31/15 7,442.39

CHRIST'S UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH

 2015 Expenses

Item

Includes:

Bear Creek, Harvest 

Home, Jared Boxes,

Seafarer's, Future 

Pastor's Fund, etc.

Includes:

Cakes, Internet Wiring, 

Audio Tech,Republican 

Directory, Computer 

Setup, Mission Appeal, 

etc.

Includes:

Pastor & Parish Visitor
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Pastor's package 
            Salary 
 

45,540.00 
 

46,500.00 

        Mileage Allowance 
 

2,500.00 
 

2,500.00 

        Residence Allowance 
 

15,000.00 
 

15,000.00 

        Med/Dent/Retirement 
 

17,100.00 
 

17,100.00 

        FICA Reimbursement 
    

     Salaries 
            Parish Visitor 
 

3,640.00 
 

3,712.80 

        Secretary 
 

14,575.00 
 

14,866.50 

        Treasurer 
 

2,200.00 
 

2,244.00 

        Financial Secretary 
 

910.00 
 

900.00 

        Organist 
            Choir Director 
    ****  Director of Music - 2015 
 

8,500.00 
 

8,670.00 

        Supply Organist 
 

225.00 
 

225.00 

        Inside custodian 
 

3,570.00 
 

3,641.40 

        Outside custodian 
 

2,125.00 
 

2,167.50 

        FICA Reimbursement 
 

2,735.00 
 

2,787.00 

     Workmen's Comp 
 

815.00 
 

1,000.00 

     Conventions/Seminars 
 

1,000.00 
 

1,000.00 

Office Supplies 
 

2,500.00 
 

2,500.00 

Postage/petty cash 
 

2,000.00 
 

2,000.00 

Service contracts for office 
equipment 

 
2,500.00 

 
2,500.00 

**Telephone 
 

1,650.00 
 

1,650.00 

**Internet 
 

800.00 
 

800.00 

Fuel 
 

4,500.00 
 

4,500.00 

Electric utilities 
 

6,000.00 
 

6,000.00 

Property Maintenance 
 

5,000.00 
 

5,000.00 

Service contracts 
 

2,200.00 
 

2,200.00 

Janitorial 
 

700.00 
 

700.00 

Property Insurance 
 

3,225.00 
 

3,225.00 

Mortgage 
 

16,665.00 
 

16,665.00 

Vanco Fees 
   

360.00 

     TOTAL 
 

172,675.00 
 

174,914.20 

     

    

2,239.20 

    

1.29% 
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Ministry Budget 
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Beginning Balance $12,292.04

Starting Balance Income Expense Balance

New Hymnals $229.55 $229.55

Memorial Garden $2,941.84 $2,941.84

Ministry to Children $1,221.75 $100.00 -$576.00 $745.75

Un-designated Funds $6,521.70 $3,090.00 -$1,266.89 $8,344.81

Roofing Fund $2,679.47 $2,679.47

New Building/Mortgage $115.00 $115.00

Pavilion Fund $50.00 $50.00

Wish Maker's (Soc Min) $253.98 $253.98

Interest $19.27 $6.56 $25.83

Endowment $270.00 $270.00

Grant Funding 2009 $950.00 $950.00

LaRue Wetzel Trust -$3,555.52 $761.27 -$2,794.25

Fuel Assistance $90.00 $90.00

Good Samaritan Fund $435.00 -$200.00 $235.00

Imaging Fees -$30.00 -$30.00

Christ's Cupboard $100.00 $60.00 $160.00

General Fund $0.00 $65.00 $65.00

$14,331.98

Total  Expenses $12,292.04 $4,082.83 -$2,042.89 $14,331.98

Christ's United Lutheran Church Memorial Account 

2015
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BEGINNING BALANCE 12,292.04

INCOME EXPENSE

JANUARY

Deposit 200.00

Interest 0.53 12,492.57

FEBRUARY

Deposit 530.00

LaRue Wetzel Trust 158.06

Interest 0.50 13,181.13

MARCH

Deposit 530.00

Interest 0.56 13,711.69

APRIL

Good Samaritan -200.00

Egg Hunt -576.00

Interest 0.55 12,936.24

MAY

Deposit 395.00

LaRue Wetzel Trust 212.26

Interest 0.54 13,544.04

JUNE

Interest 0.56 13,544.60

JULY

Undesignated Funds -666.89

Interest 0.55 12,878.26

AUGUST

Deposit 100.00

LaRue Wetzel Trust 174.23

Interest 0.55 13,153.04

SEPTEMBER

Interest 0.54 13,153.58

OCTOBER

Interest 0.56 13,154.14

NOVEMBER

LaRue Wetzel Trust 216.72

Interest 0.54 13,371.40

DECEMBER

Deposit 1,560.00

Allen Organ Co. -600.00

Interest 0.58 14,331.98

ENDING BALANCE 14,331.98

MEMORIAL ACCOUNT MONTHLY ACTIVITY
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Christ’s United Mortgage Report 
 
The mortgage balance after the December 2015 payment is $90,518.50 
Payment of $1,388.35 
Interest Rate of 5.95% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEGINNING BALANCE 12,292.04

INCOME EXPENSE

JANUARY

Deposit 200.00

Interest 0.53 12,492.57

FEBRUARY

Deposit 530.00

LaRue Wetzel Trust 158.06

Interest 0.50 13,181.13

MARCH

Deposit 530.00

Interest 0.56 13,711.69

APRIL

Good Samaritan -200.00

Egg Hunt -576.00

Interest 0.55 12,936.24

MAY

Deposit 395.00

LaRue Wetzel Trust 212.26

Interest 0.54 13,544.04

JUNE

Interest 0.56 13,544.60

JULY

Undesignated Funds -666.89

Interest 0.55 12,878.26

AUGUST

Deposit 100.00

LaRue Wetzel Trust 174.23

Interest 0.55 13,153.04

SEPTEMBER

Interest 0.54 13,153.58

OCTOBER

Interest 0.56 13,154.14

NOVEMBER

LaRue Wetzel Trust 216.72

Interest 0.54 13,371.40

DECEMBER

Deposit 1,560.00

Allen Organ Co. -600.00

Interest 0.58 14,331.98

ENDING BALANCE 14,331.98

MEMORIAL ACCOUNT MONTHLY ACTIVITY
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Ministry Reports 
 

Christian Education Ministry Annual Report 2015 
 

Christian Education is a very active ministry at Christ’s United.  Bible Studies, Confirmation program, 

First Holy Communion instruction, Egg Hunt, Vacation Bible School, and Journey (aka Sunday 

school) are planned and conducted throughout the year.  CE Ministry needs your support and 

participation to help with the programs that bring the Word of God and understanding of our faith to 

our children, youth, and adults. In order to keep these opportunities for learning going, there is a need 

for many small group leaders to teach, lead games or music, and create crafts. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Donna Wallace 
 

Egg Hunt 
 

Our annual Egg Hunt continues to grow.  The number of eager children from our congregation, 

community, and member's relatives reached over 100 in 2015!!! The first ever at Christ’s United 

Thrivent Action Team was organized by Barbara Stepanchick.  It provided a $250 Community Impact 

Card to purchase “supplies”.  Help is always needed to assist with shopping for treats, dye eggs, pack 

treat bags, fill plastic eggs, or organize a skit/music for the 2016 event which is just a few weeks away. 

 

 

Vacation Bible School   
 

Our theme was "Everest"--Conquering Challenges with 

God's Mighty Power.  From July 26-30 Christ's United 

became a base camp with a towering, snow-capped Mt. 

Everest in the narthex.  Sherpa guides following 

footprints led 27 children to four different 20 minute 

stations:  Bible Expeditions with Bible stories, 

Imagination Station with experiments, Glacier Games 

and Kid Vid Cinema.  The children, ranging from pre-

school to 4th grade, enjoyed Mountain Treats at snack 

time.  The program ended with a Summit Celebration 

in which the children danced and sang their songs for 

family and friends.  Steven Wolfgang put together an 

amazing video of the children's activities during the 

week and he also photographed each child posing in front of Mt. Everest.  Many thanks to Pastor Kim 

and the 33 volunteers who helped make "Everest" a tremendous success.  We were also fortunate to 

receive a $250 grant from Thrivent which was used to purchase supplies. 
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Confirmation 
 

Confiramands had an exciting year as we continue the new 

education model.  They meet each Sunday morning with 

Mark Varndell or John Towey to talk about living their faith 

among their peers and, although our retreats were hampered 

by school schedules, we had great experiences sleeping over 

at the church.  A new service project is pizza with the Pastor 

as they set up for Christ’s cupboard each month. 

 

 

Journey 
 

The weekly Sunday education program for Pre-K thru Grade 6 students has taken a new twist.   The 

sessions are modeled after our VBS experience which includes a video, the Bible story, and a game, 

craft, experiment, or puzzle. The sessions are now called Journey.  Each week needs 3-4 leaders to 

plan and carry out the lesson. Leaders are needed to help on an alternating schedule.  Please contact 

the church office or Angie Berger if you can help out. 

A class for youth grades 7 – 12 meets in the Youth Room for discussions about living their faith 

among their peers and community.  There is also an Adult Class meets in the parlor on a regularly. 

Thank you to all who assist in preparing and presenting lessons and discussions. 

 

 

First Holy Communion 
 

Children in First grade and above gather to learn the meaning 

and methods of Holy Communion with their parents at a one 

day special event, usually the Saturday before Holy Week, 

prior to their first sharing of Holy Communion during 

worship. During this learning event, communicants and their 

parents search the Bible for answers to a question sheet, watch 

a video, participate in a picnic like the disciples with Jesus, 

watch a video (when Pastor Kim can get it to work!), and play 

acolyte learning games. First Communion classes this year 

will be held on Saturday, March 19. 

 

 

Bible Study  

 
"Growing in God's Word" was the focus of our Bible Studies led by Pastor Kim as we delved into 

several books of the Bible, bringing forth lively discussion and spiritual growth.  During Lent we 

became witnesses as we studied the Book of Acts.  Then we read about the depth of God's passion for 

us in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  In a series of "mini" studies we examined the life of Paul, his 

imprisonment and freedom through Christ.  Pastor Vicki Reeser served as our special guest leader as 

we traveled with Paul on his journeys.  The year ended with becoming more familiar with the Book of 

Luke.  Bible Study awakens and strengthens our faith as we apply the principles to our daily life.  

Come and join us so that you too may "Grow in God's Word!" 
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Evangelism/Outreach Ministry Report 2015 
  

            This small but busy committee has continued to "brainstorm" at each meeting, to find a way to 

attract new members and bring back our inactive Parishioners. 

 

We are still planning on making the sign "Want to make a difference?  Bring a child to Church”.  Jim 

Chappell is one busy man and really needs an assistant.  He plans to make these signs in his spare 

time!!!! 

 

As everyone knows, our big project this past year, was the live Nativity.  This event was a HUGE 

success and we owe Jim Chappell and Donna Wallace much praise and thanks for this undertaking of 

such a large Ministry.  

 

We are talking about a new Marquee with LED lights but this cost needs to be more in our price range. 

 

We continue to try to make contact with the Local TV stations, newspapers, and radio to invite them to 

some of our events for exposure of our Ministries.   

 

We continue to meet every other month, praying for some new ideas and could use some fresh input.  

If you have the time and good ideas please plan to meet with us on the first Thursday of each odd 

month of the year. 

 

Hope to see you there. 

  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cheryl Varndell 
 

 

Prayer Circles 
 

Moreover as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you; 

and I will instruct you in the good and the right way. 1 Samuel 12:23 

The Prayer Circles are members of Christ’s United family who have committed themselves to pray 

daily for those in need. Each weekend copies of the prayer list are distributed to Circle leaders who 

share them within their Circle; special prayer needs that arise during the week are also shared. There is 

always room for more prayer: everyone who feels called to this special ministry is invited to join a 

Circle! 

 

Fellowship Hour 
 

After weekly Sunday services, there is a time when members of the congregation have an opportunity 

to talk and get to know each other better.  Each month various ministries of the congregation are 

responsible for snacks and drinks. A popular ministry, worshippers are found sitting at tables talking 

and making new friends and even discussing ministry ideas.  A free-will offering is taken to help 

defray the cost of supplies and coffee. 
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Daily Devotional booklets 

 

Large print editions of “Christ in Our Home” and pocket size editions of “Our Daily Bread” provide a 

daily bible reading and short reflection to help us grow in faith. These booklets, along with copies of 

“The Lutheran Prayer book” (a collection of prayers and readings) are available free on the 

information rack in the hallway. 

 

 

Lenten Devotionals 
 

Begun four years ago, this has provided to a faith building ministry for our congregation and 

community. Members sign up to write a short reflection on a scripture verse provided; the reflections 

are put together into a booklet and available for all to use during Lent.  An important witness to our 

community, many times we have done a second printing to answer requests. 

 

 

 

Lutheran Church Men (LCM) Report 2015 
 

Members of Christ’s United, 

 

2015 was once again a busy year for the Lutheran Church men.  The men once again organized and 

prepared fund raisers consisting of a chicken pot pie dinner, spaghetti dinner, chicken barbeque, and a 

pork and sauerkraut dinner.  

 

Thanks to the generosity and support of friends and members of Christ’s United our fund raisers were 

once again successful.  Monies raised were used to support our organization and others involved here 

at Christ’s United. 

 

We would also like to thank all the people who helped us in our endeavors in any way, shape or form. 

LCM also sponsored the Easter morning breakfast, church picnic, and congregational Christmas party.   

The men of LCM would also like to invite anyone interested in these types of church activities to join 

us.  We meet every other month or about 6 times per year.  It’s a great time of socializing and getting 

to know other members of our church.   

 

2016 again looks to be a year full of activities for the LCM.  Come join us, get to know other members 

of Christ’s United, and have some laughs and fun along the journey. 

   

Respectfully submitted, 

Dennis Wolfe 
LCM Secretary 
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LCM Annual Treasurer’s Report 2015 

 
Checking Account 

Balance as of January 1, 2015  $2781.46 

 

Receipts for 2015    $7250.00  

Total Receipts              $10031.56 

 

Expenditures for Year 2015   $6368.82 

Balance as of December 31, 2015  $3662.74 

 

Santander Certificate of Deposit  $3192.51 

Santander Certificate of Deposit  $1805.14 

 

Total of all accounts as of 12/31/15  $8660.39 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Richard Berner 
Treasurer 

 

 

 

Social Ministry Report 2015 
 

Each month throughout the year the Social Ministry Committee focused on specific projects: 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring collections totaled $130.50.  This money was used to buy canned foods for 

Christ’s Cupboard.  Food items (120 items) were also collected. 

 

Used books were collected and delivered to Opportunity House. 

 

Lenten soup suppers were held for five weeks during Lent.  Donations from the soup suppers totaled 

$98.65 and were sent to ELCA World Hunger.  The Senior Youth Group helped to serve the Seder 

Meal.  

 

Buck-a-Chick project started on Ash Wednesday and ended on Easter Sunday.  Funds raised from this 

project totaled $40.00 and were sent to World Hunger Appeal to purchase a little chick for a family 

living in poverty. 

 

Easter food baskets were delivered to 8 families.  
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For World Malaria Day, paper mosquitoes were hung from the ceiling in the hallway of the church.  

The cost to “take down a mosquito” was $1.00.  Collections from the “mosquito invasion” totaled 

$91.00.    

Bear Creek Camp Collection was held in May.  With too few items donated, we did not send any 

items to the camp.  We will work on improving donations to this ministry for next year.  

 

Vacation Bible School snack foods, supplies, and monetary donations were collected in June. 

 

Seafarer’s International collections in July totaled $320.00.   At Christmastime 28 satchels were filled 

for sailors at sea.  Our Senior Youth Group helped to bake cookies and packaged 34 tins of cookies 

which were also delivered to Seafarer’s International at Christmastime. 

 

The Blessing of Fire/Rescue/First Responders was held in August.  The $55.00 collection was divided 

evenly among the local fire companies. 

 

Harvest Home was held in September.  Canned food items and $15.00 were received.  All items went 

to supply Christ’s Cupboard.  

 

Jared Box collections totaled $50.00.  Thirty Jared Boxes were filled and delivered to the Schuylkill 

Medical Center’s South Jackson Street Pediatric Unit.  

In December Social Ministry received an anonymous donation of $1,000.00 to be used wherever 

needed.  $500.00 was used to purchase food for Christ’s Cupboard.  The other $500.00 was divided 

between four needy families ($100.00 being applied to each family’s heating expenses, and a $25.00 

family gift was given to each family).   

 

The Christmas Tree of Sharing was held in December.  ELCA good gifts, Christ’s Cupboard food 

donations, and children’s gifts were received.  

 

Lutheran World Relief/The Fair Trade snacks, chocolates, coffees and jams continue to sell. This 

money reaches the hands of the farmers and families who grew the product.  

     

Good Samaritan Fund offerings were held on three different Sundays during the year and totaled 

$141.00.  These funds were used for emergency fuel assistance or rent/housing assistance to anyone in 

need.  There were two requests for assistance this past year.     

 

Boyer’s Caring/Sharing checks are deposited into the General Fund twice a year. Please continue to 

swipe your card when shopping at any Boyer’s Market.  

  

The Grief Support Group continues to meet the last Monday of each month.   

 

Meals were delivered to the shut-ins during the LCM’s annual dinners. 

 

Six blood drives were held at CULC during the year.  The expected goals of donors/pints of blood 

collected during each blood drive met and/or exceeded expectations.  Home baked cookies and 

hot/cold beverages were served at each blood drive.  Volunteers are needed to bake cookies and to 

serve refreshments during the June, August and October 2016 blood drives.  Interested persons 

can contact Erik for more info. 
 



32 

 

 

 

Christ’s Cupboard continues to be a blessing to 100 + families every month.  Volunteers are always 

needed to help with the food distribution the second Thursday of every month from 10:00 a.m. 

to 12:00 noon.  The Senior Youth Group volunteers to help set up food displays. They also help with 

food distributions during the summer months.  

 

Thank you one and all for your continued support during the past year.  Indeed, we at Christ’s United 

have been looking after the welfare of all our brothers and sisters!   

 

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”  

(Hebrews 13:16) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy Kessler 
Secretary  

 

 

 

 

“Christ’s Cupboard” Report 2015 
 

This has been a very exciting and busy year for Christ’s Cupboard.  We 

celebrated our one year anniversary of providing food to those within our 

communities in November.  This vital ministry has continued to grow and 

expand within the last year.  We have learned what works best in set up 

and distribution and have made modifications along the way.  This 

ministry would not be able to provide the food that is so desperately 

needed without the great help of this congregation and all our volunteers.  

There are so many that come out to devote their time on a monthly basis.  

We thank all of you who help to unload the truck on a Tuesday, the adults 

and senior youth that come on a Wednesday to set everything up and 

organize all the items, and everyone who helps the day of distribution with 

the many tasks: registration, distribution & loading the vehicles.  We 

obtain food in various ways to distribute to the families that attend Christ’s 

Cupboard.  Each month we collect items in the shopping cart in the 

Narthex, and it is usually overflowing thanks to all of you.  We also get 

food from the Gordon Boy 

scouts, the harvest home collection, and the souper bowl 

collection.  Most of the food comes from Berks food 

bank and is ordered on a monthly basis.  During August 

we had a special give away of all frozen meat, fresh 

produce, and dairy items.  This event was extremely 

appreciated by the guests of Christ’s Cupboard.  Many of 

these items are the most expensive in the grocery store 

that they are unable to get because of financial 
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difficulties.  The statistics for 2015 show how much we have grown within the last year.  The invoices 

from January through May were sent to Schuylkill Community in Action and were paid for with funds 

we had available there.  Our funds have been depleted and the remaining invoices for 2015 were paid 

through Christ’s United with donations we have received.   

 

Statistics: 

Month Pounds of food purchased Amount Families Served Individuals Served 

Jan 3,295    $197.03 33   97 

Feb 1,806    $202.13 43   119 

Mar 1,879    $233.32 61   167 

Apr 2,195    $160.60 68   160 

May 2,089    $241.07 86   213 

Jun 3,230    $390.76 76   198 

Jul 2,820    $193.46 80   195 

Aug 3,662     $213.19  79   197 

 +3,822 special give away +76.60  +95   +253 

Sep 2,300    $128.10 94   260 

Oct 2,943    $315.77 120   307 

Nov 4,944    $241.55 122   327 

Dec 5,003    $235.47 103   273 

 

Our pantry continues to grow and provide food for those in need each month.  Every month we serve 

many new families that are in need of assistance.  We thank you for your continued support for this 

worthwhile and needed ministry.  We have big plans for 2016 to expand and grow.  With your 

continued support, we know that it is possible to feed everyone that comes to Christ’s Cupboard. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Erik Tice 
Social Ministry Chair  

 

 

 

Fair Trade 
 

Fair Trade is a trading partnership that seeks greater 

equality in international trade.  When you buy Fair 

Trade Coffee & Chocolate, more of the money you 

spend reaches the hands of the farmers and families 

who grew the product. 

Fair Trade products assure that small-scale farmers 

have been given a fair and dependable price for their 

crops on the world market. 

Farmers gain greater access to credit that helps in 

creating a more sustainable livelihood. And 

democratically-run organizations give farmers a stronger voice to negotiate fair prices.  We 
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have many items available including: coffee, tea, hot chocolate, almonds, and different 

kinds of chocolate bars.  Visit the table in the Narthex to make a purchase. 

Malaria 
 

We did it! The ELCA Malaria Campaign reached its 

financial goal of raising $15 million. Thank you! 

Working with our Lutheran companions and partners, 

malaria programming has taken place throughout 13 

countries in Africa. By working together, we have 

brought about lasting change. By helping to provide 

treatment and resources for education and prevention, 

Lutherans can make a monumental difference in the 

global fight against malaria.  Christ’s United supports 

this effort through the SWAT program and selling 

paper mosquitos.  “Swatters” are available on the 

table in the hallway for a suggested donation of $2.00 

to help fight malaria. 

 

 

Buck-A-Chick 
 

Buck – A – Chick is an emphasis of the ELCA World Hunger.  A dollar is all it takes to provide a 

family living in poverty with a little chick.  Soon enough, the chick begins producing eggs. Its eggs 

make nutritious, protein-rich meals, and can be sold at the marketplace for income – helping a family 

escape hunger for good.  The ceiling in the Narthex can be seen decorated with colorful chicks during 

this program. 

 

 

Ashland Area Food Pantry 
 

Christ’s United Lutheran Church helps support the Ashland Area Food Pantry. There are 

approximately 10 volunteers from Christ’s United helping to distribute the food at the pantry the 

fourth Thursday of each month (the 3rd Thursday of Nov. & Dec.). During the summer months, our 

Youth Group also helps sort and carry the food to the people’s cars for them. 

 

 

World Hunger 
 

Several times each year, a collection basket is set in the narthex of our church for donations, it is sent 

to the N.E. PA Synod for World Hunger. In addition, we have a ‘World Hunger Table’ set in the 

narthex, with items donated by church members….. vegetables from their gardens, plants and flowers 

that the members have raised and other items they feel could be enjoyed by others.  

A donation box is also placed on the table for those who feel they want to give a thank offering for the 

things they are taking. 

 

 

 

http://www.elca.org/en/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-Malaria-Campaign/Our-Impact
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Opportunity House 
 

Opportunity House is a multi-service organization improving the quality of life for children, adults and 

families who face various obstacles to independent living.  We have collected different items to 

donate, books, bedding, VHS tapes and other items.  These items are used at Opportunity House to 

help people staying there to open a small retail operation.  It provides them with a steady full time job 

and is keeping usable items out of landfills. 

 

 

Jared Boxes 
 

The Social Ministry Team collected monetary and other donations to purchase items to make Jared 

Boxes, which are plastic storage boxes filled with small gifts, toys, cards and games.  These boxes are 

given to chronically ill children, 21 boxes were distributed to the Pediatric Department of Schuylkill 

Medical Center in Pottsville. The boxes are blessed as part of worship before distribution. 

 

 

 

Meals to Shut-ins 
 

Members of the Social Ministry Team delivered take-out meals from the annual Chicken Pot Pie, 

Spaghetti, Chicken BBQ and Sauerkraut Dinners to shut-ins.  In addition to providing them with 

nourishing food, they were nourished with a loving, caring and sharing ministry of Christ's United.  In 

this way, they remain connected as our church family. 

 

 

 

Seafarers International   
 

Seafarers International House, is a ministry of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, where they 

provide a Harbor of Hospitality to seafarers, sojourners, 

and people on the way. This year we collected items for 

their Christmas at Sea program and also baked cookies to 

give as gifts for seamen & women coming into port. 

What might otherwise have been another lonely night at 

sea becomes a joyous occasion, not just because of the 

beautiful gifts received, but because complete strangers 

ashore have taken the time to share the spirit of 

Christmas with these otherwise forgotten seafarers.  
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Grief Support Group 
 

“A place to go and talk about it because we can’t talk anywhere: people just don’t understand.”  

Sponsored by Social Ministry and led by Helen Wolfgang, the Grief Group is a ministry composed 

almost entirely of non-members.  Bound in their grief, members of this ministry are those who have 

lost a loved one, most often a child. A first time participant is often unable to speak except through 

tears, but the presence and comforting words shared have powerful results. Meetings begin with a 

scripture verse and discussion, and then conversation focuses on personal sharing. The Grief Group 

meets the last Monday of each month at the church, and often members gather at other times to offer 

additional support. If you know of anyone who is suffering the loss of a loved one, please encourage 

them to participate. 

 

 

 

Stewardship Ministry Report 2015 
 

 The Stewardship Committee hosted a “Financial Peace University”. The program was 

presented by Dave Ramsey, and met weekly.  Fourteen people enrolled, and participated in the 

program, which was aimed at financial security and the management of the family budget. 

 Time and Talent sheets were distributed in order to identify the gifts of our members and their 

willingness to use these gifts in our Commitment to Christ. 

 Electronic giving is being used for the convenience of several of our members, as more 

households use and understand the freedom of this type of electronic giving. 

 We continue to search for new and effective ways to keep our membership aware of their gifts 

and abilities.  Each of us needs to identify and use these gifts for the good of our congregation, 

community and world as we serve Our Lord. 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

  Jo-Ann Young 
 
 

Adopt-a-Highway 
 

This is Christ’s United’s 22nd anniversary for its involvement with the Adopt-A-Highway 

Program. Marge Bolich initiated the start in 1993 and passed on her reign as coordinator in 2013.  

Two events were scheduled this year to clean up the highway; one on April 11
th

 at which time 

5 adults and 4 youth picked up 32 bags of trash and the other event on September 25
th

 at which time 5 

adults and 3 youth picked up 24 bags of trash.  

I want to personally thank all of you who volunteered your time to make this event a success. I 

hope to see you next year. There can never be enough volunteers to assist at this event and I will never 

turn anyone away. Gloves, garbage bags, and fluorescent vests are provided. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Tracy Berner 
Coordinator  

WELCA Annual Report 2015 
 

Christ's United Women of the ELCA is a very active group within our congregation.  During the year, 

the following items were accomplished: 

Attended Schuylkill Cluster Spring Meeting at Friedens, Hegins. 

Attended Schuylkill Cluster Fall Meeting at Trinity, Pottsville. 

Attended NEPA Women of the ELCA Convention at Frieden's Lutheran, Oley. 

Attended several Ladies Night Out gatherings. 

Hosted refreshments for the April coffee hour. 

Served a funeral meal. 

Helped serve Lenten Soup suppers. 

Helped set up/serve at the Chicken Potpie Dinner, Spaghetti Supper, Chicken Barbecue and 

Sauerkraut Dinners. 

Sponsored four bake sales during the LCM fundraiser dinners. 

Helped set up and shared expenses with LCM for congregational Christmas Dinner and Seder Meal. 

Covered the cost of entertainment at the Christmas Dinner. 

Purchased Christmas gifts for two foster children from Diakon. 

Assembled and knotted 14 quilted throws for shut-ins, then packaged and delivered them. 

Assisted with Red Cross blood drive canteen. 

Coordinated bus trip to "Joseph" at Sight and Sound and lunch at Hershey Farms in August. 

Donated to Bear Creek Camp in honor of Father's Day. 

Donated to Church wide Women of the ELCA. 

Donated to NEPA Synodical Convention In-Kind gift.  

Donated to Schuylkill Cluster meeting In-Kind gifts. 

Donated to Christ's United 2 month mortgage payments of $1,388 each. 

Donated bud vases and baby gifts for infant baptisms. 

Prepared 54 knotted quilts, 125 bars of soap and 25 school kits for the In-Gathering. 

Prepared 600+ pounds of Easter candy for annual fundraiser. 

Donated chocolate bunnies to CULC Easter Egg Hunt. 

Hosted Annual Picnic with guests from Good Shepherd. 

Shared the cost of the meats with LCM for Pastor Kim's Anniversary Celebration. 

Donated to Bowl for Kid's Sake to benefit Big Brothers and Big Sisters. 

Donated to Financial Peace University. 

Provided refreshments for Trunk or Treat. 

Shared the cost of a new kitchen freezer with LCM. 

Participated in a kitchen equipment training session. 

Contributed toward LCM kitchen expenses. 
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Women in our congregation are always welcome to join us to help us with our projects as we are 

dedicated to help promote the ministry at Christ's United.  WELCA meetings are held the 1st 

Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. 

 

            Respectfully submitted, 

Beth Andrews 
Secretary 

 

 

 

Ladies Nite Out 
 

What began as a way for some of the women to get out and support each other has blossomed into a 

novel kind of support ministry filled with food and fellowship. Sponsored by WELCA, women – both 

members and friends of Christ’s United – gather on the first Sunday of every other month at the 

church and then carpool to a restaurant either near or far. Meal time conversations (actually laughter) 

often get fairly loud, but we explain to onlookers that we are a “church group” which often brings 

even more puzzled stares. Conversations are both serious and light, but the time together is always 

treasured. Our next trip will be soon, so ladies sign up on the bulletin board and come on out! 
 

“Knaughty Knotters”  
 

For many years Lutheran World Relief (LWR) has collected knotted quilts from congregations to 

distribute to needy people around the world, Christ’s United joined this effort in 2013. These quilts 

serve as a cozy bed cover, a baby back carrier, a market products carrier / display spread, or shelter 

from sun or wind. Usable sheets, blankets, quilts, mattress protectors, fabric, and thread/yarn were 

donated by Christ’s United members and turned into beautiful quilts.  Join with us to "Tie in faith, sent 

in hope, wrapped in love".  Check out lwr.org/quilts or contact Donna Wallace for more information. 

 

 

WELCA Annual Treasurer’s Report 2015 
 

Balance January 1, 2015  $4326.09 

 

Income 2015 

 Offerings        $84.00 

 Reimbursement for Project    $121.75 

 Funeral Dinner     $100.00 

 Bake Sales      $721.16 

 Candy Income    $4952.55 

 Joseph Bus Trip   $3159.00 

Total Income     $9138.46 
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Expenses 2015 

 Kitchen Supplies   $937.64 

 WELCA Offering   $300.00 

 WELCA Convention   $200.00 

 WELCA Registrations  $118.00 

 In-kind gifts WELCA Cluster  $105.00 

 CULC Mortgage            $2776.00 

 Father’s Day/Bear Creek  $100.00 

 Baptism/Wedding Gifts    $50.00 

 Bud Vases      $72.00 

 Dave Ramsey Program  $500.00 

 Congregational Dinners  $363.23 

 Gifts: shut-ins & foster children $166.98 

 Bowl for Kids’ Sake   $125.00 

 Egg Hunt    $134.40 

 Joseph bus trip            $3372.76 

 LWR gifts & shipping   $211.64 

Total Expenses             $9532.65 

 

Balance December 31, 2015           $3931.90 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jo-Ann Young 
Treasurer 

 

 

Worship & Music Ministry Report 2015 

 

Highlights of Worship and Music for 2015: 

Palm Sunday celebration with palms, children in costume lining center aisle waving palms during 

procession.  

Easter celebration – two services – 6am & 9:30 am 

Easter breakfast following early service 

Pentecost Sunday – use of “flash choir” 

Pastor Lengert’s 25
th

 Anniversary of Ordination service 

Traditional hymn sing service – Saturday evening 5 pm 

Worldwide use of Holden Evening Prayer during a Sunday worship service 

Acknowledgment of First Responders during worship service 

Blessing of the animals service 

Praise service with the praise group from New Life Lutheran Church, New Tripoli PA 

Advent 2015 preparation 

Christmas 2015 preparation – poinsettias, Advent wreath, candles 
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Addition of a Christmas Eve praise service 

 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

 Keith Morgan 
Scout Sunday 

 

Scout Sunday is designated as the Sunday that falls before February 8
th

.  February 8, 1910 was the 

founding of the Boy Scouts of America.  The Scout Law says that a “Scout is Reverent” and Scouts of 

all ages promise to do their “Duty to God”.  These values strengthen youth character in their family, 

community, and faith.  Our congregation has scouts from Ashland, Frackville, Gordon, and Pitman. 

This year Scout Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, February 8
th

, when scouts will help as greeters and 

ushers during the service. 

 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

This occurs at the start of the school year.  The blessing offers encouragement to excited students and 

comfort to anxious students in the congregation. Prayers are offered for safety and learning, comfort 

and growth as the students stand with their backpacks in hand. 

 

 

Hymn Sing 
 

Our congregation lifts high the name of our Lord through the singing of hymns.  The hymns are 

favorites selected by the congregation.   

 

 

Lectors 
 

Lectors are volunteers that read the first and second lesson in the church service.  They also aid in 

reading the Psalm responsively along with the congregation.  Lectors help proclaim the Scripture in 

the various services throughout the church year.  We have approximately 15 to 20 lectors in our 

congregation, sharing the Word of God among us. 

 

 

Seder Meal 
 

Celebrated by Jesus with His disciples before the 

crucifixion, the Seder is a remembrance of God’s 

delivery of Israel from slavery in Egypt. The meal is 

built into a worship service, the words of which tell the 

story of God’s interaction with His people.  The Seder 

is open to all of Christ’s United family and friends, and 

is held on Wednesday of Holy Week. A joint ministry 

event of the Lutheran Church Men, Women of the 

ELCA, and the Confirmation program, we are thankful 
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for the gifts of Jim and Ellie Chappell who have prepared the meal. 

 

 

 

Choir 
 

Approximately fifteen choir members - sopranos, altos, tenors and bass singers - lead us in worship 

each week.  The Choir begins the celebration with the Procession, singing the entrance hymn for the 

Sunday worship service, leading the congregation in the hymns and singing an anthem most Sunday 

mornings.  Choir practices are held Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. to go over upcoming anthems and 

hymns.  Join us if you love to sing! 

 

 

Christmas Caroling 
 

Caroling is done at local nursing homes and extended care facilities during the holidays.  Church 

members, particularly the choir, go to the homes of shut-ins and those who need to be lifted in prayer 

and spirit.  Moods are lightened and cheered with the singing of favorite, requested hymns.  

Confirmation students have also helped spread Christmas cheer with their time and voices in visiting 

the homebound.  A time of fellowship and hospitality give joy to those who cannot join us in church 

for worship. 

 

 

Healing Service 
 

St. Luke, the Evangelist, traditional author of the Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, is identified 

with the Church’s ministry of healing.  St. Luke’s feast day is celebrated each October with a special 

service of healing.  In His ministry Jesus performed many different acts of healing.  At His command, 

His disciples continued a ministry of healing which included the laying on of hands and the anointing 

with oil.  During this annual service any member of the congregation who wishes may be anointed and 

have healing hands laid on them with a special prayer for their healing request. 

 

 

Blessing of First Responders 
 

Michael and All Angels is celebrated each 

year at the end of September.  The archangel 

Michael is pictured as a prince and a general 

of the heavenly army, defeating the dragon 

and defender of evil.  This yearly service is 

held to honor and bless first responders, 

including fire, police, and ambulance.  All of 

the responders in the area – Gordon, Ashland, 

Lavelle, & Frackville – are invited to attend 

the Sunday morning 9:30 a.m. service.  They 

are presented with a medallion of St. Michael 

in appreciation for the protection they provide. 
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Easter 
The Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ commands a special celebration! On Easter 

Sunday there are two festive communion services, sunrise service at 6:30 a.m. and also services at 

9:30 a.m.  The sunrise service begins in the parking lot of the church with a gathering and the kindling 

of the new fire to light the Christ candle.  In between these two special services, the Lutheran Church 

Men serve breakfast to the congregation.  The church sanctuary is adorned with a cross covered in 

white lilies and there are many flowers throughout the church that have been sponsored by members in 

memory or in honor of loved ones.  The festive season of Easter is celebrated until we enter into the 

season of Pentecost, the Day of Pentecost marks the 50
th

 day of Easter. 

 

 

Christmas Decorating 
Decorating for the Christmas season is held the first Monday in December.  All members of the 

congregation are invited to participate in the hanging of the greens.  The trees are sponsored by 

different groups and members in the congregation.  Trees are purchased locally at a Christmas tree 

farm.  The trees are set up immediately after worship by members of the congregation in preparation 

for decorating.   On Monday morning it is a very busy time as boxes, garlands, lights and ornaments 

are spread throughout the church and social hall.  With many hands putting the decorations in place, it 

goes quickly and is done within a few hours.  It is truly a great occasion. 

 

 

Communion Assistants 
All who believe in Jesus Christ as our Risen Lord and Savior and are baptized are invited to join in the 

sacrament of Holy Communion.  Communion Assistants help to lead us in the distribution of the 

elements.  They assist in giving the body and blood of our Lord and Savior to members of the 

congregation during the service.  Each year a ministry list is compiled that members volunteer to be a 

part of different ministries; names are taken from this list to compile a schedule for the assistants.  

Holy Communion is celebrated on the first weekend of each month and for all Festivals of the Church. 

 

 

Harvest Home 
Harvest Home is held each year in the fall.  Tables are set up in the Narthex displaying a plentiful 

harvest.  A collection of food products and funds, donated by members of the congregation, is 

received.  Monetary donations are used to purchase more food through the Berks Food Bank, and the 

food is shared with our entire community through distribution at “Christ’s Cupboard” each month. 

 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 
“The Body of Christ, given for you…”.  Eucharistic ministers carry the family meal – Holy 

Communion – to those in our church family who are homebound. Currently there are six members 

who actively serve in this ministry with the pastor, including Beth Andrews, Irene Morgan, Becky 

Spencer, John Towey, Jo-Ann Young, and Donna Wallace. Each minister visits a rotating group of the 

sixteen individuals each month, providing them with the gift of Christ’s Meal and conversation. If you 



43 

 

know of someone who is homebound and would benefit from receiving Communion or if you would 

like to become involved in this ministry, please speak with Pastor Kim. 

 

 

Senior Youth Group Report 2015 

 

The start of 2015 left the senior youth without leadership after the unexpected resignation of Dru and 

Keith Laudermilch. On February 28, Aaron Stepanchick and Tracy Berner were nominated to take 

over the leadership. The senior youth group was once again an active entity at Christ’s United.  

In March, the junior and senior youth participated in Bowl for Kid’s Sake where they raised $1108 

collectively. At a later date, we helped paint massive amounts of hard boiled eggs and pack Easter 

baskets for the church’s egg hunt. That same night we had pizza, played games, and had a slumber 

party. It was a long night since the youth were not yet ready to go to bed when the clock chimed 

2:30am. 

In April, the senior youth served at the Seder meal and set up for children’s Easter egg hunt by hiding 

eggs, helping with the organization of the hunt, and putting 

on a puppet show.  

In May, we combined activities with the junior youth group 

to help celebrate mother’s day. While the junior youth did 

crafts, the senior youth cooked a pasta dinner with a side of 

salad and garlic bread for all the moms and grandmas. There 

were 25 total participants in the dinner. Also in May, the 

senior youth gathered and bagged all the aluminum cans so 

they could be recycled for a profit.  

In June, a majority of the senior youth (5 confirmation youth, 

2 confirmation graduates, and 2 chaperones) went on a 5 day 

confirmation trip to Gettysburg. We toured the seminary, 

studied the Bible, toured the battlefield, went on a ghost tour, 

and played A LOT of Frisbee. In June, we also combined activities with the junior youth group to help 

celebrate father’s day. While the youth decorated cakes with the dads, the advisors prepared a cookout 

as the meal.  

July was the annual trip to Knoebel’s. Nine senior youth, 3 junior youth, 3 advisors, 1 pastor, and 10 

parents closed down the park. The youth worked up an appetite and wanted to eat at McDonalds on 

the way home despite eating at the park.  

In August, a swimming/ bon fire/ camp out was scheduled at Pastor Kim’s house. Due to vacations, 

this activity was cancelled. 

In September, six senior youth traveled again to Knoebel’s but this time to go miniature golfing. A 

mini competition was held--the North Schuylkill boys against the Tri-Valley girls. The boys won the 
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golfing competition. After we closed down the park again, we headed to McDonald’s for a late night 

snack. 

October was a very busy month for our youth. The 

youth went to Rohrbach’s for a short hay ride to the 

corn maze which we attempted to conquer with 

flashlights due to darkness. The youth participated in 

sling shooting apples. Again we had a good turnout 

for attendance. We left Rohrbach’s and headed for 

dinner at OIP in Elysburg. Also in October, Tyler 

Wolfgang and Steven Wolfgang were confirmed. If 

you missed their speeches, that is unfortunate as they 

did an excellent job. Lastly in October, the youth 

played an integral part in the success of Trunk or 

Treat. The youth greatly enjoy this activity and you 

could tell. They came out in droves along with friends 

and wore their costumes.  

November brought a change to the youth church council representative. All Senior youth were asked 

to attend a council meeting in order to understand how decisions of the church are made. Steven 

Wolfgang’s term had ended and a new representative was sought. Deidre Dengler was nominated to 

fill the youth representative for church council. Steven did an excellent job and I hear Deidre is filling 

in where he left off. THANK YOU STEVEN AND GOOD LUCK DEIDRE!!!!!! Also in November, a 

large group of youth headed to Strike Zone Alley for a night of bowling and then of course to eat at 

Palermo’s.  

In December it was time for the youth to give back to the congregation. They met one Saturday and 

made cookies for all the homebound members of the congregation. After the church service, we joined 

in with the choir to go caroling and deliver cookies to some of the home bound members. Also in 

December, as per the recommendation of the group, we had a well-attended Christmas party. The 

youth requested tacos as their meal. We played games, exchanged gifts, and had wheel chair races.  

In addition to all the activities mentioned above, the senior youth have Pizza with the Pastor and set up 

Christ’s Cupboard on a monthly basis. Several members of the Senior Youth Group play a vital part in 

both weekly worship services since they are in charge of the electronics.  

The Senior Youth Group grew by a few new members this year. We look forward to seeing everyone 

at future events. Keep your eyes on the bulletin board for upcoming activities. If anyone wants to see 

pictures from these activities, check out the church’s face book page.  

This year has been an experience. We have surely been educated in a positive way. We would like to 

thank the parents for all their cooperation and encouragement throughout the year as we were 

unexpectedly asked to step up to the plate so this ministry could continue. We also would like to thank 

the congregation for their support and the positive feedback we have received. It may seem easy to 

plan activities but it is a rather difficult task. We have to take into consideration what everyone likes 

since this is a group activity with a mixture of teenage boys and girls. The youth are busier than ever 

and without their participation, the youth group would not be successful. This brings me to my last 

comment. We want to thank the youth group for opening their arms and hearts to new 
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leadership. May God Bless you and keep you safe and healthy for years to come. We look 

forward to some fun activities and great fellowship in 2016.  

If anyone has suggestions on what activities to try with a group of teenagers, please see one of us.  

If anyone has aluminum cans they want to dispose of, there are bins behind the church. All proceeds 

are deposited into the youth group fund to defer our costs.  

                      Respectfully submitted, 

                Tracy & Aaron 
                      Sr. Youth Group Advisors 

 

 

 

Junior Youth Group Report 2015 
 

January-We enjoyed a movie with a craft 

February- This month’s meeting was a planning meeting. Discussing things the children would enjoy 

being a part of for the year. 

April-We had the Palm Sunday procession along with the children receiving their 

“First Communion”. 

We also traveled to Pottsville for the annual “Bowl for Kids” sake at Strike Zone. 

May-Mother’s Day we hosted a dinner, the youth invited their special guests. They cooked a 

Pasta dinner, complete with a salad and desserts. The kids all said something they appreciated their 

guests. Ex. Zach Hummel said “He loves his Mom because she loves him and because she helps him 

with his homework.” 

July-Christs United held its annual “Vacation Bible School” 

August-The senior youth invited the Jr. youth to go to Knoebels Amusement Park for a fun day for 

both of the groups to enjoy together. 

September- A Grandparent’s day craft was held along with Rally Day for Journey. The children made 

their grandparents a Grandparents Survival kit. We had about 10 children in attendance. 

Some of the parents and Grandparents helped make this fun event a success. 

2015 Junior Youth Annual Report 

November- The “Grinch” movie was shown. We also made Turkey cupcakes, the cupcakes were made 

ahead of time. The children decorated the cupcakes with icing and the pieces to make them look like 

little gobblers. Once again, we had a lot of parents/guardians help out to make this a fun event. 

December – we were invited to make cookies with the senior youth group. 

A “Brain Storm” meeting for 2016 events will be announced soon, to plan another great year of events 

for our youth. 

Special thanks to all the Parents and Grandparents who helped out, your time and effort were greatly 

appreciated. 

Respectfully Submitted, the Jr. Youth Team 

  

                     Angie Berger 
                     Jr. Youth Group Advisor  
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Youth Group Financial Report 2015 

 
YOUTH GROUP FINANCIAL REPORT 2015 

  
         

  

BALANCE AS OF DECEMBER 2014 
       

$404.69 

  
         

  

  
     

Income 
 

Expense 
 

  

  
         

  

5/29/2015 
 

Interest 
   

0.01 
   

  

  
         

  

6/26/158 
 

Deposit 
   

52.65 
   

  

  
         

  

6/30/15 
 

Interest 
   

0.01 
   

  

  
         

  

7/31/15 
 

Interest 
   

0.02 
   

  

  
         

  

8/31/15 
 

Interest 
   

0.02 
   

  

  
         

  

9/30/15 
 

Interest 
   

0.02 
   

  

  
         

  

10/31/15 
 

Interest 
   

0.02 
   

  

  
         

  

11/30/15 
 

Interest 
   

0.02 
   

  

  
         

  

12/31/15 
 

Interest 
   

0.02 
   

  

  
         

  

  
         

  

BALANCE AS OF DECEMBER 2015 
       

$457.48 

                      

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Marie Dillman 
Treasurer 
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Operational Reports 
 

Auditing Committee Annual Report 2015 

 
This committee, appointed by the Council, meets annually to review the financial records of 

the congregation to insure that a proper accounting of all assets and debts has been made in 

accordance with local laws and procedures. 

 

The Auditing Committee must consist of three members that each serves a three year term.  If a 

member is elected to council they must be replaced.  The Auditors for the 2015 books are: 

 

Term Expiring 2016 – Ellie Chappell, Chair 

Term Expiring 2017 – Melanie Bendinsky  

Term Expiring 2018 – Richard Berner 

 
 
 

Endowment Fund Committee Annual Report 2015 
 

 

Committee members include 

Tracy Berner, Chairperson-term ends in 2016 

Sarah Fetterolf, Secretary-term ends in 2017 

Darcie Gruber, Treasurer-term ends in 2016 

Angie Berger-term ends in 2017 

Barb Anczarski--term ends in 2018. 

 

Financial details were shared and discussed at two meetings during the year; April 22, 

2015 and October 7, 2015.  

 

The following church members were all present and each received a $423 scholarship 

during the worship service on November 29th: 

Azure Waldick                                            Rhonda Carl 

Trevor Wilson                                              Taryn Wilson 

David Hall                                                    Ian Bendinsky 

Kaitlyn Neumeister 

 

The Endowment Fund was a bit more active this year than previous years.  
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1. Several changes were made this calendar year to the endowment accounts. Money was taken out of 

the Mission Checking Account and transferred into a 6-year CD in the amount of $3000. Two other 

pre-established CD’s which matured in July 2015 were rolled over from a 1 and 2-year CD to a 2 and 

4-year CD in order to earn the most interest possible. 

2. Also during 2015, a generous donation of $1800 was deposited into the endowment account by a 

church member. 

3. The Endowment Committee voted to approve a payment of $1000 to assist in payment of the youth 

group fund to assist with payment of the youth confirmation trip to Gettysburg in June 2015. It was 

used towards paying for the rental of a van, food purchases for the 5 day trip, and house rental. 

4. One of the Endowment Funds is through Susquehanna Bank which has recently merged with 

BB&T. This account will need to be changed to a BB&T Account within the next few months and 

new checks will need to be purchased by November 2016. 

5. The Endowment Committee is in need of two new representatives starting in 2016. Both Tracy 

Berner and Darcie Gruber have expired their 3 year term. If anyone is interested in being a 

representative of this committee, please see one of the above mentioned committee members. Helen 

Wolfgang has expressed interest as one of the representatives. 

6. Financial details will be submitted by Darcie Gruber, Treasurer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Tracy Berner                  
Secretary 

 

 

Endowment Fund Treasurer's Report 2015 
 

 

                        ENDOWMENT FUND MISSION INVESTMENT FUND                                INTEREST

MISSION CHECKING ACCOUNT     ( #1675)                                                     Checking Acct. Balance  12/31/2015                    $1,188.13

2 yr CD    YTD interest                              $29.14

4 yr  CD   YTD interest                              $30.89

6yr CD     YTD interest                             $ 34.28                                                                                         

Checking Acct. YTD  interest                $10.17

SUSQUEHANNA/ BB&T CHECKING ACCOUNT (Interest accrued Jan. 01 - Dec. 31, 2015        $6.00)

Scholarship Checks: 7 @ $443.18 =  $3102.26

                                                                            Balance: 12/31/2015                   $ 5,858.16

TRIVENT MUTUAL FUND ACCOUNT Cash Dividends year to date:   $3,711.23

 (** Trivent Mutual  Fund statements are received QUARTERLY )                                           Next Report           03/31/2016

                                                                            Value as of : 12/31/2015                $ 64,206.55

                                                                              12/31/2015 Total all accounts:  $71,252,84



49 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Darcie Gruber 
Treasurer  

 

Mutual Ministry Annual Report 2015 
 

Selected by the Pastor, members of this committee work with the Pastor to develop a faithful 

and effective ministry between the Pastor and congregation. 

 The Mutual Ministry Committee met throughout the year with Pastor Lengert to discuss topics 

that came up in the life of the congregation. 

 Members of the committee are: Chip Bendinsky, Kay Berner, Jim Gruber, Dennis Wolfe, & 

Maryann Wolfgang. 

 

 

 

Nominating Committee Report 2015 
This committee works within the congregation to seek members to serve in leadership 

positions, particularly as Council members. Composed of outgoing Council members and those 

elected by the congregation, members of the Nominating Committee may only serve non-consecutive 

terms. 

 

 The following people whose terms will be ending in February 2016 to serve on Church 

Council will be on the nominating committee to select candidates for a 3-year term on Church 

Council:  

     Donna Lassen 

     Barb Stepanchick 

     Helen Wolfgang 

 

The following people from the congregation were elected to serve on the nominating 

committee with the above 3 Council members to select candidates to serve a 3-year term on Church 

council:  

     Barb Liem 

     Donna Wallace 

     Jo-Ann Young 

 

The committee has submitted names to the Church Council to be presented on the nominating 

ballot at the Annual Congregational Meeting on February 21, with the understanding that persons can 

be nominated from the floor before the actual balloting for Church Council. 
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Personnel Committee Report 2015 
 

2015 has proved to be a productive year for the Personnel Committee at Christ United Lutheran 

Church. Our team has continued to maintain current position descriptions for each of the staff 

positions at our church. These position descriptions are a tool for both the committee and the 

employee to effectively communicate the requirements of the position. To further aid our church 

employees, the committee is in the process of constructing an Employee Handbook. This handbook 

will contain information that will give our staff better understanding of all paid staff positions at Christ 

United, outline expectations of employees, and be an overall resource of information to our staff. 

Pastor Kim has also continued with the Annual Employee Performance Review process. This review 

gives us the chance to review our staff annually, letting them know how well they are preforming their 

duties, what goals need to be worked on, and also gives them the chance to communicate their needs 

to the Pastor. To become compliant with state law, the committee is in the process of facilitating 

background checks for our employees and volunteers. This is a major project that will need full 

support of the Council and Congregation. We are confident we can reach this goal successfully. In 

closing we would like to thank the staff for another productive and blessed year. It is our pleasure to 

support our church’s biggest asset, its’ people. 

 

God Bless, 

Ralph R. Johnson Jr. 
Personnel Committee Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Committee Report 2015 
 

                    In the past year we have maintained our campus and upgraded or network and improved 

our emergency lighting.  Thanks to the LCM providing the funds, in 2016 first quarter, we plan to 

upgrade one of the ladies room toilets with a raised seat and water efficient unit. We are looking into 

having the carpets cleaned. We are actively looking for volunteers to help paint trim inside the church 

and people with carpentry skills to help with various projects. 

 

In Christ, 

Jim Chappell  
Chairman           
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